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FROM THE
BOARD

Summary of comments on Religion and
Politics in the Clubhouse.   When these
subjects were first mentioned in November, 2006,
a number of people responded. This was
followed by a few more when it was in the
January Newsletter. Prior to the January 23,
2007 Board meeting another batch of responses
arrived. There were a total of thirty-six responses,
bearing fifty-four signatures. Three committees,
the Rules Committee, the Bylaws Committee,
and the Clubhouse Committee also made
comments.

On the first subject, Religious activity in the
clubhouse, 43 signers favored the allowance, 11
were opposed, and NO ONE FAILED TO
COMMENT. Both Clubhouse and Bylaws
Committees went on record as being generally in
favor, while the Rules Committee made no
comment.

Many of those in favor were opposed to formal,
ritualized services, except for memorials for the
deceased. None of those in favor were opposed
to the singing of Christmas carols, and other
holiday songs, nor were they opposed to any of
the "religious" music played at the Sunday
afternoon jams.

On the second subject, Political Gatherings, 22
signers favored the allowance, 11 were opposed,
and 21 made no comment. Both Rules and
Clubhouse Committees went on record as being
generally in favor, while the Bylaws Committee

made no comment.  Most of those who favored
these gatherings said that they should be for the
Co-op members and to acquaint us with local
politics. They were generally opposed to partisan
gatherings, such as the Young Republicans, or
the Democrats for Dukakis, as examples.

A few raised the question of Escapees official
position on these subjects. In fact, Escapees at
Rainbows End has hosted political forums like
those proposed for SKP Saguaro Co-op. Indeed,
Escapees actively aids and assists in registering
and voting by absentee ballot. (Source – The
Forum Vol 16, # 3, September 2006.)

Furthermore, Escapees sponsors and supports
BOF groups such as Christian Fellowship,
Freethinkers, Yehudim Al Galgalim, Nomads,
Sowers (Servants On Wheels Ever Ready), and
TLC Sharing (Travel-Loving Catholics) – all
overtly supportive of an ethical belief system. If
leaseholders are members of these groups,
which are supported by Escapees, and they want
to use the clubhouse on the same basis as other
resident Escapees – Amateur Radio, Beaders,
Quilters, Computer enthusiasts, pool players, as
well as card and game players of all sorts, should
this not be allowed?

The main rule for any gathering in the clubhouse
must be as stated in the current leaseholder
rules, "Personal preferences, religious, political or
otherwise, shall not be imposed upon others." 

From the point of view that leaseholders have
had over 60 days to comment, it appears that the
rules should be changed to allow leaseholder
member groups to utilize the clubhouse on a first
come, first scheduled basis as is done with
current meetings/groups.
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THE OFFICE
MANAGER’S

CORNER:

Mary Cleveland,
  Office Manager

We are all looking forward to some warm
weather.

We understand the auction was a great success.
This year the auction had more than just baked
goods, we understand someone is enjoying over
five pounds of ribs!

Leaseholders and Guests in the park have been
enjoying the great fish fry's on Fridays. The first
test run of the barbecued dinner was enjoyed by
all and we are looking forward to possibly having
great barbecued chicken dinners in our future.

The park is still very busy as you can all tell from
the number of rigs in dry camp. We appreciate
any lots put in the rental pool even if it is only for
a couple of days.

The final year of the road assessment will be sent
out on February 17th; these payments are due on
April 17, 2007.  A reminder that the M & O
payments are due the 15th of March.
 
We would like to welcome Al Willett who will be
working with our new Facilities Manager Doug
Miller.  Please don't forget to confirm with the
office your spots in the storage area.

LOT TRADES

Ray Hippe and Margaret Bosch
Lot #156 to Lot #56

NEW LEASEHOLDER

Doug & Linda Coughenower – Lot #200

LEFT THE PARK

Bill & Pat Renfield – Lot #56
Dee Aguirre – Lot #200

Rule Changes

The following are Rule Changes, proposed by the
Rules Committee.  The “Posting Date” was
January 8, 2007.  The “End of Comment Period”
is March 8, 2007.  Comments/suggested
changes must be submitted to the Rules
Committee in writing and be signed.

§ Current Rule:
(3C)...Vertical tanks, greater than ten
gallons, shall be secured (to the RV,
building or rigid support) at a point two-
thirds from the bottom.

(16) ALL PROPANE TANKS regardless of
size are required to be secured to a
building, the RV, or to a large
stake/device.

Proposed Rule:
Rule (3C) to include: All tanks under 100
gallons shall be secured (to the RV,
building, or a rigid support) at a point more
than two-thirds from the bottom with a
metal chain, cable, or band.

Rule 16: Eliminate rule as this is a
duplication.

§ Current Rule:
(7) EXTRA VEHICLES  Two RV’s are
allowed on your lot for a maximum of 5
days before a trip and 5 days after with a
non-renewable permit clearly displayed.

Proposed Rule:
Rule 7 EXTRA VEHICLES  Two RV’s are
allowed on your lot for a maximum of five
(5) days with a permit
c lear ly  d isp layed.
Renewals are permitted
(when needed) through
the office.
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§ Current Rule:
PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES: Rule 12E
During the season (October 1st through
March 31st) using more than three
washers and three dryers per leasehold or
rental, boondock/dry camp lot at a time
between the hours of 8:30a.m.  and
3:00p.m.

Proposed Rule:
Eliminate Rule  12 E

§ Current Rule:
STORAGE AREA  Rule 14A  Extra
vehicles may be stored in the Co-op
storage area on a space available basis
with RV’s which would include motor
homes, fifth wheels, travel trailers and
campers) having priority.  No more than
one (1) assigned space per leasehold.

Proposed Rule:
STORAGE AREA  Rule 14A One (1)
assigned space per leasehold is available.
Extra spaces may be rented.

SKP Saguaro
A Volunteer Community

In light of the recent dissension between some
Leaseholders in our Co-Op, this may be a good
time to take a walk down Memory Lane.  Most of
us became Leaseholders by putting our names
on the Hot List and anxiously awaiting the day
when we would get a lot in this beautiful Co-Op.
Many of us called the office frequently hoping
that this particular Saturday would be our lucky
day to get a lot.  Do you remember the JOY and
ELATION you felt when an office staff member
told you that you had the lowest number on the
Hot List that Saturday?  Can you remember how
excited you were to come into this park as a
Leaseholder and to put your RV on your own lot?
I know Oak and I were very excited when that
happened!  When many of us became new
Leaseholders we jumped into the "Co-Op spirit"
with both feet!  We volunteered for committees,
helped with events in the Clubhouse, made an
effort to make guests feel welcome in "our" park
and we were anxious to participate in all the fun
activities offered at our beautiful Clubhouse.  We
were happy to be a part of this Co-Op and proud
of our park.  We LIKED each other and were not
afraid to show it!

For some reason, as time goes on, some of us
have lost that excitement and enthusiasm.  We

have become complacent about volunteering in
our Co-Op and many of us decide to stay at
home in our rigs rather than participating in
Clubhouse activities.  While everyone cannot be
expected to go to all Clubhouse events, it
saddens me to see so many people who do not
participate in the activities offered at our
Clubhouse.  It also saddens me that the
wonderful "spark of enthusiasm" many of us had
as new Leaseholders does not burn as brightly
as it once did.

I am not saying that we should all go through life
wearing "rose-colored glasses", bur perhaps if we
could remember how happy we were to become
members of this wonderful community that we
call home then maybe we could all get along
much better.  Whenever there are many people
living close together there is bound to be some
dissension among them but I hope that we will
see less dissension rather than more dissension
among us in the future.

Barbra Bailey Lot #69
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JOURNALING
by Sylvia T. Burnside

What do you do with old journals?  If you keep
one yourself, you are sure that everyone will
know who wrote it.  I went looking for a poem that
my mother particularly enjoyed, but instead, ran
across one of her journals.  I knew it was hers
because I know her writing and I know that there
were certain travels that she made with my father
and various members of the family.  Fortunately,
in this one she had written her name, information
about the trip, the date, and the names of the
others who had made the trip with them, inside
the cover.

It's a small, simple, spiral bound notebook,
nondescript in every way, except when I
proceeded to read it.  This was a trip across the
country with two of my boys, my niece, and my
sister and her friend.  I joined the expedition in
August of that year after my sister left for Japan
from the west coast, and her friend had flown
back to her home in Cleveland.  Dick had been
left behind to care for our two younger children
and to remodel the kitchen of our home.

Like all of the trips we've taken as RVers we
remember parts of them, but without the aid of
diaries, journals, and pictures, most of the detail
is forgotten.  With journals, details jump from the
pages as the voice of the journaler lives that day.
My mother's voice is as clear in my head as if
she had just spoken those words!
 
This was a camping trip in every sense of the
word.  No luxurious RV for them, but a VW bus,
converted in Germany for America and brought
over here by my sister.  An E-Z trailer was pulled
behind the bus.  The kids were expected to do
chores for setting up and taking down tents,
putting away gear and preparing the food.
 
August 2, 1970: Left camp about 11:00 AM and
started for the Trail Ridge Road through the
Rocky Mountain Nat. Pk.  This went right through
the heart of the Rockies - Rabbit Ears Pass -
Muddy Pass etc.  Had a frolick and snowball fight
up near the highest part about 12183 ft. just

before Iceberg Lake.  We saw twisted trees,
scrubby trees, then almost no trees and patches
of snow . We went all through these mountains to
the Estes Park -range after range of mountains -
cold and windy outside the car.  Camped at KOA
Boulder, Colorado.
 
I am a keeper of things.  My remembrance of that
trip fills in the details and with one slim little book
brings back my parents, and my youth, keeps my
boys at 11 and 12 years old, and makes traveling
in a large motorhome a piece of cake! 

I have many such priceless (to me) articles in big
plastic boxes in our casita...along with articles
that several previous generations deemed
priceless.  There are voices contained, that, like
a good book, tell their stories as journals and I
have every intention of keeping them safe. 

What will you do with your old journals? 

�  �  �  �  �

About Charlie ---

My name is "Charlie" and
I am a full-sized, black
French Poodle who lived
with a man by the name of
"Lou" Zervas for over eight
years.  Every year, we
traveled to the Saguaro
SKP Park, in Benson,
Arizona to spend our
winters as visitors in the park.  Lou was my best
friend and pal. He looked after me, fed me, and
walked in the park and in the desert with me.  He
talked to me and patted me a lot.

Every day, Lou went off to the poolroom to play
pool with his human friends.  Lou knew all the
players, even the women.  He always greeted the
women players with a warm "Hello there,
Sweetheart!!" and lovely manly hugs. 
 
As the years went by since 1998, Lou became a
very accomplished student of the game of pool.
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While he was gone playing pool, I missed him a
lot. But when he returned to our Trek motor
home, I was very happy and always greeted him
enthusiastically. He was my very best pal.  
During the recent holidays, Lou played a lot with
his friend Ron Hunter who was also a guest in
the park with his wife Sandy.  During the days
while Ron and Sandy were here, I got to visit
them. Sometimes they would even take me for
walks in the park or in the desert.
  
After New Year's eve, Ron and Sandy left the
park and the weather turned bitterly cold.  Lou
caught a bad cold and got very sick -- sick
enough to get antibiotics because they thought
he might get pneumonia.   He became weaker
and his old friends Bob and Virginia Huntley took
him to the VA hospital in Tucson.  After many
tests, the doctors told him he had cancer in his
lungs and it had spread to his brain.  Nothing
could be done. He was given two or three months
to live.  Lou's daughter, Karen Nee, came to take
Lou back to Vermont where he would be given
hospice care and be with his family.  All through
this time, no one ever told me what was going on
but I knew instinctively that things weren't quite
right.

The day before Lou went on the plane with
Karen, the Taylors stopped by Lou's motor home.
Virginia gave Lou a much-needed hair-cut.  It
was all Lou could do -- to sit there for his hair-cut
as he was so terribly weak.  All this time, I stayed
with the Huntleys and they took real good care of
me but it was not the same as being with Lou.

The next day, the Taylors stopped by to say their
final goodbyes to Lou.  Virginia told Lou how
happy she was that he was going to be with his
family at the last.  “Yes,”  Lou said, “and with
Charlie too!”  (I didn't know it yet, but Karen's
husband had been busy arranging for me to fly
on my own the day after Lou left with Karen for
Vermont.)
 
Still -- no one told me directly that Lou was on his
final earthly journey. 
 
At her last visit with Lou, Virginia Taylor asked
Lou, "what is the best advice you can give me for

improving my pool game?"   Without hesitation,
Lou said, "don't let anyone rush you.  Be Patient
-- Take your Time! You'll do fine!"  As Virginia
said later to Graham, "this was great advice for
living one's life, as well as for playing the game of
pool!"

Finally, I arrived safely in Vermont after being in
a cage for hours on the plane.  I was fearful but
had to trust that things would work out okay.
When I saw Lou I went right to his side and
stayed there.  I sensed things were not good with
him -- and that it was my turn to be at his side. 
 
About a week later, Lou bade his two grandsons
goodbye -- they were off to school.  It was when
the boys were on their way in the school bus that
Lou took his last breath and passed away.  It
made me sooo sick --- I threw up my breakfast!
I just knew, what had happened, but I also knew
Lou's suffering was over. Dogs feel this stuff
instinctively, you know!
 
Even though Lou is gone, I will live on to protect
and look after his family. I will make friends with
Lou's two grandsons and their dog.  We will all be
one new happy family, until I meet Lou again on
my own final journey.
  
Thanks to the Huntleys for such wonderful care;
their patience with me and for all the good walks
we took while Lou was so sick. 

Finally, my thanks to you for reading my story.  "I
hope I haven't taken up too much of your time!"
--- as I am told my foster friend, Bob Huntley said
on stage, at the end of singing the song, "Mr.
Cellophane" in a recent park talent show.   

Written on Valentine's Day, in loving memory of
Lewis Zervas, my friend and mentor, who died in
Vermont on the morning of February 12, 2007.  

Virginia Taylor Lot # 51
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Chapter 21 Note  

It's the start of a new year.  If s a good time for us
to review our priorities.  We hope that, as a
"retiree" in the park, one of your priorities will be
to join in as many of the activities as you can ...
and to contribute as much as you can to as many
of them as possible!  Without wearing yourself
out, of course!

We hope that one priority will be Chapter 21!
Some of you may remember that Chapter 21 was
the organizational entity which made it possible
for this wonderful park to exist.  It was the
"umbrella" and the Escapees membership group
which "put it all together," way back when.
 
Chapter 21 is now sponsoring the monthly
luncheons for all SKPs in the Southern Arizona
area.  They're on the second Thursday of the
month, at the Turquoise Hills Golf Course,
through April.  Then October 2007 through April
2008.  These luncheons have been well-attended
so far.  We hope you'll add to the attendance and
the fun!

Our rallies get you out of the park - for a little
fresh social contact and fun: good food, optional
special activities, campfires, games, and chances
to visit we don't always have here in the park!
You don't have to volunteer for a chore if you
don't want to - but the 'Jobs" are easy, too, and
fun, if you want to help!  Join us ... and find out.
We really do want you to come aboard!
    

Donna Bliss, Chapter 21 Vice President

�  �  �  �  �

SPEED BUMPS 

Once again, we are enjoying our
park being full and running over.
Boondock only most days.  But
again, it is time to remind everyone
that the speed limit throughout the
park is 15 MPH and must be

observed by all.  Leaseholders and guests, as
well as those visiting. 

Those in the Park have observed the speed
bumps that are sitting out, leaned against saw
horses with the sign, "Your Choice".  This means
slow down and abide by the 15 MPH speed limit
or the speed bumps will have to be put down.
 
If you see someone speeding remind them to
please observe the speed limit. The last thing we
want is to be driving over speed bumps or even
worse, a "tope" as they are called in Mexico. 
Our concern used to be speed and children; now
it is speed and getting older. We don't move as
fast as we used to. Slow down and save the
senior.

John Rose

�  �  �  �  �

FROM THE ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE
REMINDER TO ALL LEASEHOLDERS

A permit is required before making any
improvements to your lot, small or large, which
will be included in the future sale of your lot.
Permits are also requested for all CHANGES to
lots and/or buildings.  This includes flag poles,
antennas and outside lights.

The permit needs to be signed by TWO
Committee members.  If you plan to be
reimbursed for the improvement, you will need to
have the permit and the cost receipt(s) in your
file.  Permits can be obtained from any
Committee member and a list is posted on the
Clubhouse bulletin board.

This does not include routine maintenance items
such as painting, caulking, etc., which are not
reimbursable, but still are necessary to do.

Please remember to keep your files and receipts
up-to-date.

The Committee thanks you!
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Let the Sunshine In

I hope you all had a wonderful holiday season.  In
January, I sent or gave Get Well cards to the
following: Terry Braatz, Bill Zettle, Mary
Nighswander, Bethann Lanning, Roger Wedell,
Ardi Ginkins, Fran Carlson, Leonard Thomas,
Polly Meighen, Nancy Rose, Don Edmunds, and
Andy Vert.

No Sympathy Cards were sent in January.

I thank those of you who thought to call and
inform me of people, both leaseholders and
guests, who needed a card.

Hugs, 
Ellie Doty
Sunshine Lady

You Are My Sunshine

The other night dear, as I lay sleeping, 
I dreamed I held you in my arms,

but when I woke dear, I was mistaken,
and I hung my head and cried.

You are my sunshine, my only sunshine
you make me happy when skies are gray

you'll never know dear, how much I love you,
please don't take my sunshine away.

�  �  �  �  �

Early Bird Special
The next edition of “SaguaroNews” will published
in September, a month earlier than in previous
years.

Also, you can always read the latest issue online,
at www.SKPsaguaro.org.

By Al MacDiarmid
(spending the winter in Newman Lake, WA

Signatures for E-mail Messages:
If you would like to give your e-mail messages
professional polish or personal style (including
graphics), and you use Outlook 2003, Microsoft
will show you at --
http://office.microsoft.com/training/training.aspx
?AssetID=RC011891991033.

Creating a Business Card:
If you use Microsoft's Word or Publisher and
would like to make your own card, check out the
information at --
http://office.microsoft.com/enus/assistance/HA0
11912461033.aspx. The article provides all the
basic information you need from templates to
printing.

An alternative to buying the expensive Microsoft
Office suite is NeoOffice which is free and runs
on Windows, Linux and OS-X.  I have been using
it for some months now.

� Remember, the Computer Club meets
each Friday, from 9:30 am - 11:30 am, in
Rooms R1 & R2
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“Saguaro News” Editor
Chuck Flanagan

Lot 36

Please send submissions to:
SaguaroNews@Escapees.Com

Deadline is the 15th of each month.

Mary Cleveland
Office Manager

Phone:  520-586-7343
FAX:  520-586-4683

Skpsaguaro@Escapees.Com
- - - - -

Doug Miller
Lot 222

Facilities Manager

“BUZZ” AROUND THE
PARK

by “Buzz” Tail

Notes and happenings in and around your SKP
Saguaro Co-op.  Send your entries to “Buzz” at:

SaguaroNews@Escapees.Com  

“Buzz” 

�  �  �  �  �

Help!   The DVD case for "Pillow Talk"  made it
back to the Video Library...but the DVD didn't!
Please check your DVD player to see if you're the
one who forgot it.

 

�  �  �  �  �

ALWAYS BE POLITE

Your friends and family deserve it.

Strangers will respect you.

As for your enemies...
well it’ll just frustrate them.

�  �  �  �  �

BYLAWS REVISION

The Board of Directors recently directed the By-
laws Committee to undertake the task of revising
the Co-op’s bylaws.  Generally speaking, bylaws
should be the instructions for running the
corporation and rules should be the
instructions for the behavior of the members .
A close look at our current by-laws shows that
they are unnecessarily inundated with rules.  This
is not to say that we don’t need theses rules, we
do.  However, it might be more appropriate to
identify them as such and move them out of the
bylaws.  This will be the goal of the Bylaws
Committee.

The process of this revision will involve as many
of the leaseholders as possible.  The “core” of the
revision committee will include all of the members
of the Bylaws committee and two members
(primary and alternate) from each of the other co-
op committees.  Additionally, every member of
the co-op is invited to participate as a member of
the “committee-of-the-whole”.  We want the
active involvement of as many leaseholders as
possible.

This is not a process that will be taken lightly.  In
fact, we expect the process to take a couple of
years.  Most, if not all, of the work will be done
during the winter months (Oct-Mar) and to insure
maximum participation, all committee meetings
will be announced well in advance.  The first of
these meetings will probably be scheduled in
October.

Remember, this revision IS NOT intended to
eliminate or change any of the guidelines by
which the co-op functions.  It IS an attempt to
better organize and clarify those guidelines.


