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Saguaro News
Newsletter of the SKP Saguaro Co-op

Benson, Arizona

October 2009

FROM THE BOARD

     Fall is upon us once again.
The Board of Directors hopes
your summer was safe and
enjoyable whether you
traveled the roads or remained
in the park. To the Directors
who chose to oversee the running of the park by
basking in the summer heat, thank you. The rest of us
were scattered hither and yon, but never more than a
mouse click away. Summers tend to be rather quiet and
this one was no exception.

     Clubhouse co-chairs, Jo Ann Duncan and Pat
Yecny, have been working hard arranging many
evenings of fine entertainment for everyone to enjoy.
Give them a big thank you when you see them. While
visiting the clubhouse, be sure to stop by the display
case. Displays are changed every couple of weeks so
you can appreciate the diverse talents of the artists we
have right here in the park.

     Exciting things are happening in the kitchen this
season. By updating the kitchen with a new stove and
ovens and hiring Workamper, Addie Fife, to cook, we
will be able to experience some delicious meals. Mary
Nighswander will be kitchen coordinator working with
Addie. Please support these Cactus Wrens’ fundraisers
so that we can all continue to enjoy the level of
entertainment we have grown accustomed to. This is
your opportunity to escape the hot kitchen and enjoy
Addie’s excellent cooking.

     Our electric utility (SSVEC) is upgrading the old
transformers in the park. (This does not include the 300
and 700 row transformers that were installed in 2007).

Analysis by Director Graham Taylor, which was
confirmed by SSVEC, showed that the existing
leaseholder-lot transformers were occasionally being
overloaded. An overloaded transformer puts out a
lower voltage than normal. The new transformers have
double the capacity (size) of the old ones and are being
installed at no cost to the Co-op. This transformer
upgrade will eliminate major bottlenecks in the park’s
electrical distribution system. This change is a
forward-looking action that will help accommodate
increasing electrical demand.

     It is Chapter 21 Rally time again. Bud Antuna and
Carol Kemp will be hosting the first rally of the
season, October 13-16 at Pancho Villa SP in
Columbus, NM. Chapter 23, Chili Chapter, will be
joining with Chapter 21 making this our 1  joint rally.st

Hosting the Chili Chapter will be Phil and Gene
Sharp. Join in the fun and have a margarita at The Pink
Store.  Reminder…you will be required to have a
passport or equivalent to return to the United States
once you cross over into Mexico.

     The SKP luncheons will resume in October. Let’s
all meet at the Ironwood Grill at the San Pedro Golf
Course at 11:30 AM on Wednesday, October 14 . Theth

food and the hospitality at the Ironwood Grill are
always excellent. Come and join the fun.

      The September/October edition of the Escapees
Magazine has a glowing report describing life spent at
the Saguaro SKP Co-op written by leaseholders Jerry
and Suzy LeRoy. Take the time and read it. Nice job
Jerry and Suzy.

     Calling all candidates! Three members of the nine
member Board will retire at the Annual Meeting in
February and we must have replacements ready to step
in. Please seek out someone on the Election
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Committee or any Board
Member to discuss becoming
a candidate. I made that
decision last year and can
honestly say that I’m glad I did. Sitting on the Board
has been interesting and rewarding. The Election
Committee would like to hear from you!

     The first Board Meeting of the season will be
Tuesday, October 27 . The first Chat on Friday,th

October 30 . See you there.th

Maxine Vert
Board Secretary

THE OFFICE MANAGER’S CORNER
Ardi Ginkens

We hope you all had a safe and happy
summer without problems.  Those of us who remained
in the park kept busy with a few summer activities and
pot lucks at the Clubhouse or on our lots. We’re happy
to see all of the leaseholders, long-term 700-300 Row
and winter guests returning.  WELCOME BACK!!!
J

Tisha & Erin worked hard this summer becoming
acquainted with the office procedures, lot transfers and
especially the ongoing scanning project.  They have
made great inroads on getting files organized and
scanned.  It is no easy project with the condition some
of the files are in.  Did you know that some of our lots
have had 15-20 exchanges?  Some of you still need to
get your receipts together, listed on the correct forms,
approved by the Architect Committee and in your files
so they can be scanned and you can get credit for the
improvements you have put into your casita. We have
a number of original leaseholders (20 years) and some
of them are even on their original  lots.  Those are easy
to scan.   

COCHISE COUNTY TAX BILLS
Just as a reminder, the tax bills from Cochise County
will be coming out toward the end of September or the
early part of October.  If you have improvements (a
building) on your lot you should receive one.  If you
have not received your tax bill by mid-October please
contact the office and we will be happy to walk you
thru the procedure so that you will not be late with any
payments as they are due November 1.  It is important
to keep on top of this as the Cochise County
Treasurers office is behind in their address updates.  If
you have changed lots and receive a bill on your old
one please bring it into the office and we will get it to
the correct person.  Please DO NOT mail it back to the
County. You will only compound the problem.  We
fax them the updates so the problem is on their end.

ADDRESSES & PHONES NUMBERS
Speaking of updates - have you checked with the
office to make sure you have a correct mailing address
and phone number in order to contact you if you are
out of the park?  Some of you have dropped your land
lines and went strictly to cell phones. We do not have
correct information on some of these changes.  Please
come in and update your information with the office.

WISH LIST - UPDATE
When was the last time you updated your Wish List?
Is it still correct or do you want to make changes to it?
Please take a moment to come into the office and
check what we have for you. Let us know if you still
want to be on the lots you chose or else update them
by changing or removing your present choices.  It is
your responsibility to renew these wishes.  If the old
ones are not updated by January 1, 2010 we will start
deleting them.

LOT ACTIVITIES SINCE LAST UPDATED
New Leaseholders
Kirby & Vonnie Wilson Lot # 193
Ron Chojnacki Lot #  60
Rodney & Dee Merritt Lot # 192
Robert & Celia Handley Lot # 109
Henry & Shirley Groth  Lot # 248
Sam & Carol Kidd Lot # 156
Irene Kinstetter Lot # 271
Craig & Regina Melms Lot #   21
John & Betty Ann Irwin Lot # 156
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Lot transfers
Terry & Carol Kriesel  From #220  to  #184
Rex & Anne Porter           From #193  to  #220
Ron & Shirley Pate From #192  to  #211
Paul & Gayle Kite  From #112  to  #102
Rick Ulander/Julie Woodbury From #109  to  #112
Rick & Mary Kellett From #156  to  #129
Marshall & Carol Johnson From     #21  to  #88 
Frank & Carol Higgins From   #31  to  #206
Sam & Carol Kidd From   #156  to  #92 

Left the park
Maggie Holloway of Lot #184
Thomas & Dorothy Kehoe of Lot   #60
Ted & Flo Anderson of Lot #211
Jim Banning (deceased) of Lot #102
John & Betty Denker of Lot #129
Chuck Flanagan/Elaine Brogden of Lot #248
Bobby & Maryanne Wilkinson of Lot   #88
Douglas & Bobbie Town of Lot #271
Bill & Doris Rembold of Lot #206
Stan & Shirley Jelsma of Lot   #92

FROM THE CLUBHOUSE
Jo Ann Duncan/Pat Yecny

The Elliots will be entertaining us on Saturday,
October 24, and The Partners at a Halloween Party
Saturday, October 31. Everyone is encouraged to get
the creative juices flowing and come to the Halloween
Party in costume.

VIEW FROM THE LANDSCAPE
Marliss Johnston

Each time we return to  the Co-op after several months
away, I notice some of the changes that have occurred.
I'm sure that everyone notices different things, but in
August I saw this:  A new taller (straight!) flag pole by
the office - thanks, Doug,  A new bench in the garden
outside of the office, donated in Gene Ginkens'
memory - thanks, Ardi.  A new look in the

multipurpose room in the clubhouse - thanks, Jo Ann
and helpers.
 
Last spring the Landscape Committee drastically cut
back many of the Texas rangers in the common areas,
as recommended by several horticultural sources.
They appear to have come back beautifully, and we
will try to do this "rejuvenation" pruning every three
to five years.  This should be the only pruning that
needs to be done on these particular shrubs.
 
We installed new plants in an attempt to introduce
more variety into our landscape.  Joshua trees,
candelilla  (also called candeleria), giant hesperaloe,
fairy duster, bush dalea, green spoon, grass tree
(toothless spoon) and Arizona iris are doing well, in
spite of the sparse rain this summer.  The Mormon tea,
desert milkweed and lantana survived, but will need
some attention.  Most of the grasses proved to be too
attractive to the rabbits.  There is a product called
Liquid Fence (smelly!) which we will use in the future
-it's "green" and repels rabbits and deer.  Javelinas?
We don't know yet.
 
We are continuing to beautify the garden areas around
the office and in the northwest and northeast corners
of the park.  Paths are being developed, planting
continues and we hope to put in some benches.
 
The regular Friday work parties (and some Thursdays)
have started.  We meet at 7:00 am since it still warms
up early, but by mid-October we'll probably start at
8:00 am.  Check Channel 5 for times and meeting
places.
 
As in the past, we will rely on volunteers to get the
work done.  In addition to the regular work days, many
leaseholders and renters have signed up to maintain a
section of a common area: terraces, end-of-street
triangles, clubhouse, maintenance building, office and
corner garden areas.  If you don't want to commit to
the regular work days. would you be interested in
joining the adoption program?  Talk with the monthly
contact person to get the details. 
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HELPING HANDS NEWS
Carole Melander

Welcome home! As you are getting settled for a fun
season, don’t forget to update your Vial of Life
information. Need new forms, a Vial of Life kit, or
don’t know what Vial of Life is? Call Nina Dobbyns-
Conaway 586-3902 or Carole Melander 586-7092. 

Save some of our Medicare dollars! Medicare has
filled our Lending Closet thanks to the generous
contributions of equipment from your neighbors.  If
you are going to have surgery and will need a walker,
bedside commode, shower chair, etc, grab one from
our Lending Closet. Take a walker to the hospital
when you have surgery and the therapist will make the
adjustments for you. Call the HELPING HANDS
monthly contact person for equipment needs.

Thank you for being such good neighbors.

The Helping Hands Committee

GENEALOGY
Sylvia Burnside

A Genealogy Discussion Group will be starting on
Monday, October 5 at 10 a.m. in Room 2 at the
Clubhouse. Family History Writing will be starting on
Monday, October 12 at 10 a.m. in the same room. Both
of these Groups will need new leaders. As head of the
San Pedro Arts Council in the City of Benson, I am
finding myself strapped for time to prepare to lead
these groups. I may be able to attend them, and I still
have an acute interest in both, but I cannot lead them
on a regular basis, and I'd really like for someone to
take my place. Give me a call at 520-586-4782 if you
have any interest in doing this.

A BIG THANKS
Jim & Patty Welty 

Jim and Patty Welty and their family would like to
express a great big thank you to all who helped us
through a very tough time after the motorcycle
accident.  There was not a thing we needed or wanted
where the SKPs did not come through.  You were all
so wonderful, and we truly appreciate everything
including the hospitality to our daughters, Patty's
sisters and Jim's brother and sister-in-law, and his
sister & brother-in-law.  We do not know what we'd
have done without you.  Thanks also for all the cards
and visits.
 
Archie loved all his babysitters and walkers especially
his surrogate parents, Don & Nicki Boston.
 
Thank You So Much!

PARK REPRESENTATIVES
Bruce & Bunny Ratcliff

It was a great privilege and joy to sit on the ROW and
represent the co-op at the Escapade in Sedalia, MO.
It made us proud to hear all the glowing compliments
about our park and the friendliness of our members
from those who have visited in the past.  We also hope
we convinced many others to stop by and stay a spell.
Even though the attendance was down, the ROW was
kept busy as folks stopped by to visit and play bingo.
It was fun to meet so many new people and renew
acquaintances with those we had not seen in a while.

As always the evening programs were wonderful and
gave us the opportunity to kick back, relax and be
entertained.  It made for long days, but hey, that's what
keeps us young.

Mother Nature reared her ugly side as she dumped rain
on us and caused many problems for folks trying to
leave.  It seems to happen more often than not, but it
did add to the coffers of the local towing companies as
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rig after rig became mired in the wet grass which
quickly turned to muddy ruts.

All in all we had a great time and would not hesitate to
do it again.

CACTUS WRENS

There will be no Cactus Wrens meeting in October due
to Board members not having returned yet.

                 THE PREACHER MAN 
Mark Guinin

J. Malcomb McGoth was a man of the cloth
   He roamed throughout the Mountain West.

He was in search of lost souls,
   And in Arizona he conducted his quest. 

Ere he found the Cross, 
   He’d had his snoot in the sauce.
But since he broke with the past, 

his new lot was cast,
   And he was abstemious with great rectitude.

His black frock coat had seen better
days,

    And his vest was “holy” as well,
His high collared shirt and black string

tie 
    Were befitting vestments to preach

against Hell. 

His boots were well worn, his trousers
were torn,

    From mesquite and cactus I’ll bet.
His visage was dour; his stomach was

sour.
    Methinks it was something he “et”.

 

He rode an old mule that was long in the tooth.
    But she fitted his needs forsooth.

She was sure-footed for the trails that were rooted,
    And there were rocks to avoid to boot. 

The Reverend McGoth found many lost souls
    When visiting those wild mining towns.

There was Bisbee, Morenci, Miami and Globe.
    He’d keep busy making his rounds. 

He visited Tombstone where the Daltons
cashed in.

    It was a wild town 
where shootin’ it out was renown.

It’s where he met Bisbee Belle 
and Tombstone Tony as well.

    It seems they wanted to get hitched. 

J. Malcom said “Why not? I’ll tie the knot;
    It’ll be a switch from giving last rites.”

And so my kind friends, this story will end,
     Before Tony and Bell have a fight.

Always remember that you are absolutely

unique. Just like everyone else.
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Saguaro News Editor
Ralph Feldt

Lot 12
Please send submissions to:
SaguaroNews@Gmail.com

Deadline is the 15  of eachth

month.

Ardi Ginkens, Office Manager

Phone:  520-586-7343

FAX:  520-586-4683

SkpSaguaro@Escapees.com

- - - - -
Doug Miller, Facilities Manager

520-586-9430
Lot 222

(After hours emergency 520-686-0009)

Courtesy of Kathy Stumpf

WELCOME  SKPS

We cannot be here,
So while we roam,
Feel free to make

Our lot your home!

Using our deck
They say can’t be—
All due, of course,

To liability.

So use the patio and
Enjoy the view,

But, PLEASE, not under
Our roof with your BBQ!

To make a comment,
Don’t leave on the door—

It bleaches out
As we’ve found before.

So tell the office,
It’s nice, you see,

And all the thanks needed
For an SKP!


